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2 beicad ieeeee ond in: pee Ba ee eion ah thi EN yor bie foares, “Leh the oe 
‘ment of legislation toward the-end. of 1942 providing for the def cr ment of agricul 
tural workers from scrvice in. the armed forces, material: shifts. could. be expected 
in the chang cs which had been occurring in the fatti working forec. Controls by 

the War Manpowor Comission restricting transfers from!.essential occupations could 
also be expected to affect the composition of agricultural. employmunt, and so would 
_ the curtailment of employment in certain industries, as for example in construction. 
Tabulations made by: tht Special Surveys Division of the Burcou of the Census of 
month-by—nonth changus: in-each age-scx group of: ‘persons: exployed in agriculture 
.give a basis for-comparing changes in sae at elle of a eel ee employment - during 
the first, half of ae ae A943. fates B, 


On the basis of thes vs Sees, it is ostimted that: this year the. expansion in 

agricultural onploymentt | which normally occurs from January, to, Jul} Va: and which this 
year was of tho usual scasonal magnitude, includ.d 300,000 more mon of military age 
than was the case’ in ‘the first half of 1942, In -contrast, females, men over 65, 
and malcs under’ 18, did not contribute to this scasonal.cxpansion, of the farm work- 
_ ing force in such gréat nuribers as during 1942, omaller increases . in these Latter 

groups were in part due to the fact that’ gruater numbers. of them wero already work 
ing on famis in qanuary 5 than in January 1942, 


One: effect of the changes in age and scx ‘composition is that. as many military—age 
males were at work-on farms in-July: of this year as in July of last year, although 
at the beginning of this year thure were considcrably faver than’a ycar carlicr. 
The halting by the middle of 1943 of the deercase in the number of’ farm workers 
of military age. was duc primarily to the defcracnt of agriculturab workers and to 
the steps taken. by Sele tive Service and County War, Boards to have cxperienced 
dairy and general, fara workers who had shifted fron farm work to nonessential occu- 
pations return to. work on dairy farms.,2/ © There: was considerable shift in age 
composition within’ the. military~ago groups , however. with approximately 200,000 
. fewer. men 18 —. 24. and 2003000 more aged 25.— 37: working. on farms this July then in 
. duly: 1942.) The ‘décreaso inthe 18.- ye yoar age group reflects: primarily the re- 
duction in the nutbcr of 18- and 1@ycar olds, who were, callcd into: survice during 
. 1943, but who wer'c’ not being inducted during. Liye ae Since the rate. of defurment for 
occupational reasons of the younger farmworkers .is probably not so great as for 
the older group, the reduc tion in their mmuiburs is aln part. the result of inductions 
‘into the é armed Forces. ey es 


if? an analysis based on special pene Oe made i the Speatei Surveys Division of 
e Bureau of the Census, - , 


, 2/ See Local Board Momorandum No. hae Ree a Scrvicc Sri items Apra 1, 19435 
_ and War Board Menorandum No, 287, UsS.DyA; Max. Board, April 1, 1943, 
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In addition to the increase in the 25.—.37 year age group some inercase 
occurred in the number of farm wotkers 38 - 44,ycars.of age, partly as a result of 
measures taken to induce men of, this age-group vi th dairy or general farm experie — 
ence to return to work on dairy farms. a/ The combined age group 25 —- 44 contri- hi 
buted 600,000. more men to the January - July scasonal increase in 1943 than ng 
1942, with the result that about 300,000 morc men of this age group were working 9" 
on farms in July? 1943 than in duly 19426) ee aa, i eee . 


The above figures indicate that the offcets of the agricultural dof crment 
policies, the war Manpower Commission controls. on job transfcrs, and cnpLloyment 
contractions in certain nonagricultural industrivs Have beech both to reduce induc— 
tions of farm mon and losses of farm men to nonfarm occupations and to stimulate 
‘some ‘shifts of adult. malc workers from nonfarm occupations into agriculture, It 
ig not possible to determine, from the comparison of net change in agricultural 
 etipLoyment.during the first half of each of the years, how much of the difference 
between the 1942 and 1943 January -. July omployment inercases in men of military 

age was duc tq.reduction.of the shifts of farm workcrs into industry ‘and the armed 
 forees and how much was due to stimulation of shifts from nonfarm employment into 
agricultur@e 2-2: é wisi ays er ee tes ce Ray Hea 5 Boge 8 lity 


For the first quarter of cach of the 2 yéars, however, some additional in- 
formation is available, making possible comparisons “of gross shifts to farm works 
Other special tabulations of the. Bureau of the Census indicate that although some ~ 
110,000 more men of military age shifted into agriculture during the first quarter 
of 1943 than might have been expected on the basis of the corrésponding mov cement 
during 1942 and.the depleted supply.of such males, the actual number involved in 
the shift to farms was smaller this year than’ last. Since the net incrtase, in’ 
farm: employmint of malcs,of military ago during thy first quarter of this year 

was greater than during the corresponding period of 1942,.while the gross shifts 
into agriculture was actually smaller than.in 1942, a considvrable reduction must 
have occurred in the gross shift out of agriculture to other’ occupations during 
the first quarter of the year.as compared with the first quarter of 1942, _ 


Thus there are indications that, during the first quartcr of 1943, the re- 
_ duction of losses of farm workcrs effected by agricultural deferment policies was 
more important in maintaining the observed malé composition of acricultural ém- 
ployment than the’ stimulation of shifts to farm work of male workers of military 


- For thé sccond quarter: of 1943 corresponding data’‘on gross shifts to farm 
work are not available, The net-inercase during ‘the second quarter -of 1943 in the 
‘number of males of military age omployed ‘in: agrictilture: is: estimated to have ~ 
exceeded the corresponding increase in..1942 by nearly 250,000 with about -200,000 
‘of this occurring during the month of April. 3/-. This suggests- that ‘the effects 
of the-draft dcfcrment along with. employment stabilization policics were much more 
important during’ the sécond’ Quarter of. the year than-during ‘the first, that. gross 
‘outmovement of farm workers deervased substantiallyj and that ther’ was probably 
some greater inmovenent’ to- farms -between April and July of 1943 than during. the 
“corresponding period of 1942, The large increase observed -in April coincides with 
the issuante of a Stltetive Service dircctive ‘authorizing: local boards’ and County 
War Boards to take certain stcps to induce former dairy and ‘Zeneral’ farm workers 
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3/ ‘More. exactly,’ from the Census week of April 4% 10 to the weck of May’ 2 8,193 
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currently employcd in nonessential. work.to return to dairy farms. 4/ As in the 
first quarter of the year, however,.somc of the effect on net changes in farm 
employment was probebly due.to.a reduction in- outmovaient or shifts from farm works 
Nevertheless:, in view of..the. reduced number of: males of military age in the 
civilian. population, which: in the: absence. of deferment and other special measures 


. would have led to a considcrable reduction of inmoveient to farns, the taco tet 


there was probably some ihcrease of inmovetment over aad is significant. 
Comparisons of the 1942 and 1943 percentage composition est sex and age groups. of 
persons 14 years of age and over employed iin agriculture at the beginning of the 
year and: at the end of the first and sccond quarters of the year show the results 
of the differences in composition of the seasonal. increase during the first half 
of cach year, In January 1943 males under 20, men over 65, and fumales 14 years 
of age ahd over ~" groups of workurs who are pencrally less cffeetive ~comprised’ 
31 pereent of total Agricultural employment as compared with 25 perecnt in January 
1942, By April 1943 these groups. of workers comprised 33 percent of total agri- 
cultural employmeht as compared wi'th 29 percent in April 1942, in July, the dif 
ference. between the 2 years was actually climinated, with all workurs other than 
men aged 20 ~ 64 comprising only he pereont. in 1943 as against 43 percent in 1942. 


As the Burcau of the Consus and Bureau of Agricultural Economics estinates of: . 
total agricultural employment suggest that- the July 1943 total was not ne tata 
gif fcrunt from that of July 1942, 5/ the above data on composition indicate that 
Sthere were approximatcly the same number of male workers 20 — 64 ycars of age this 
a Ly as last. Thus the effeets of losses to industry and the armed forces of men 
meaged 20 -— 64, during the last 6 months of 1942, which loft a working force in 
rvanuary 1943 with a composition weaker from the standpoint of work capacity than 
Sthat of a year carlicr, appear to have been offset during thc first 6 months of 
1943. However, by-Jduly 1942 the cumulative effccts of losses of able-bodicd male 
workers to industry and the armed forceus had already matcrially changcd the compe 
sition of the farm working forec from-that of the prewar: situation. Furthermore, 
age-sex composition docs nst--ful Ly indicate the types ‘of changes which affect the 
quality of .the working. forte}. since alteration in- proportion of experienced and 
EN axpOTLEne og workers are not pully rev caled by AZO-S Cx data alone, 


4/ Local Board Memorandum No. 164-C. Tho: stcps included possible waivcr of physi-+ 
cab disability and age, ior both, for registrants ‘in IV-F and for those in the 38 - 
44 age group..who failed to respond within .30 days or to acc cde to the War Board's 
request to accept dairy farm employment. 


gf The Bureau of Agricultural Economics estimate ‘of farm employment for ie 1943 
shows a decrease of 2 percent fron July 1948 while the: Bureau. of the Census cs timate 
of agricultural: gmp egret: shows an inercase of 3 percent over duly 1942. 
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Table 1.—Increase in agricultural cmployment, by sex and age groups, danuary to 
July, 1943, with eomparisons for 1942 V/ 
eas Rete armmnete of pe csons aged 14 re old and. over) 


: 9 January July 2 : “Januar January April aa see a n 
Sex and age group. . ee 19 3 1OL2 ae TOL: TOR | is 
Total 14 years old and over © i as ea 3.5 SP a me Oey ante 
BEES 1G a ba cel 4 TO uae PEAR Hap ae ae am 
Males by specit tod age groupe el 2.0 8 7 1.3 1.3 , 
14 ~ 19 | MP wanes be 4S 033. ae 
fear) a 4. feta gine) ae a 10 
ANRC ae Na i RE £0 02 OTe 20 
B5 me. bike Pie 3 a Rowe cers this) °. 
igs ol Aa dae Sele Aiea on + a 0 7 Ome 
5 oY I aI a al ae 1 Ea Alana a 
65 and over” iat Wore e ee 
Ie yk een Oe eae 3 aa 55. wel 
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ae Basod™ on ‘special tabulations of nericultural employment data of the ‘Special Sur 
veys | Division, Bureau of the Consus, ‘the 1943 agricul. tural employment estinates, 
from which the above changes were computed werd first ad justcd dovmward to the same 
total seen re cmpLlovment as reported for corresponding months of 1942, This. . 
adjustment’ has vory little effect on the magnitude of the quarterly and scai-annual | 
employ ment changes shown in the above table, 


Table at ee sadiaes Ponca of agricultural fee esthenta by sex ond age gxoups; 


‘ _dganuary, April, and July, 1943 and 1942 1/ 


WT tec akinded vio ia! Apr mn 
(f Sex and’ age group «>< " °* 7073 g loge son 
Total 14 ycars ‘old and over °~ 100 100 °° 100 100 100 100° 
Males) 18 937 30 32 31 32 29 29 
Males by spceificd age groups 91 94 88 90 81 83 

14-19 12 oy ee! aial 16 18 

20 20, 6 i 6 9 oie fo 

25 = 34 15) ae 16 15 13 12 

35 — 4A . 7 16 17 15 15 a chew 

45 — 54 " 18 17 rh, 13 133 

55 ~ 64° i 16 13 15 BUN kt? 

65 and over ; cent AORN HNO) LOR a) Ve . ig IND ar: ieee 
‘Fewales 3 aes 9 ene Rey ke 12 ; 1 ane ‘i ig vy 17 i 
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L/Based on panne dawson of agricultural cies ogee A data gathered oy Pe ) 
Special BEY SUS aa of the Bureau of the Census, . The agricultural employment 


data relate to persons, 14. years of a Be and over. Bee gus e gf qi re ences ih noe be 
~t1o Sy Oy CrneG a and’ other" Dak ed ets €hé acy pirecat ASC. HtYOns” can 
appliéd farm cpl pre Pirures pe lished by the Bape of f herieultural 
Seetdtts bale Although i, belicved that the Burcau of the Camsus cstimates of Pte! 
agricultural employment. seh biased pene in 1942 and to a greater extent in 1943, 
the creentage composition of agricultural employment is Prepeoiy. not distorted by 
e bias. 


